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About the band:
Bio and Influences...

Le Chat Lunatique 
is a professional 
group of four well-
dressed, handsome 
young men who 
play a combination 
of Gypsy Swing, 
Western Swing and 
anything else that 
they damn well 
please! Filthy 
Mangy Jazz is their 
forte!
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Pr

es
s 

  K
it 

/ R
ev

ue
 d

e 
Pr

es
se

Filthy, Mangy Jazz

www.lechatlunatique.com 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Le-Chat-Lunatique/127347245619 
http://www.myspace.com/lechatlunatiquetheband

As unpredictable, fearless, and entertaining as their namesake, Le Chat Lunatique purveys an 
addictive genre they call “filthy, mangy jazz,” a signature sound that makes you want to smoke 
and drink too much—if only you could get off the dance floor. Le jazz hot of Django Reinhardt 
and Stéphane Grappelli is their north star, but they use that beacon to navigate through a wide 
range of genres, blending Western swing, classical, reggae, doowop, and “anything else we damn 
well please” into strikingly original compositions and audaciously reworked standards alike.

Le Chat Lunatique who have not changed their line-up since their formation 6 years ago, is Muni 
Kulasinghe’s theatrical vocals, his violin skittering across the music like beads of water on a hot 
skillet—inspired as much by a legless Polish gypsy he encountered on his vagabond travels as by 
the great Grappelli. It’s the axe of guitarist John Sandlin, the classicist who fell under the sway of 
Reinhardt, felling bar after bar of music with ferocious dexterity. It’s the slap-happy bass and 
slyly sweet vocals of Jared Putnam, the sinisterly innocent one whose dark past embraces both 
death metal and Western swing. It’s the irresistibly deep-pocketed grooves of drummer Fernando 
Garavito, the mysterious and gracious Colombian who appeared by magic in New Mexico.

Photo by Wes Naman

http://www.myspace.com/lechatlunatiquetheband
http://www.myspace.com/lechatlunatiquetheband
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2012:    Up coming East Coast tour including Bard 
 College and Barbes in Brooklyn NY

2012:    Sold out show at the Rio Grande Theatre 
 in Las Cruces, NM

2011:    23 International Jazz Festival,
             Bogota, Colombia

2011: New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque 
 
2011:    de Young Fine Arts Museums of San 
 Francisco, CA

2010: New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque 

2010:    South by Southwest (SXSW) Showcase 
 at the Elephant Room Austin TX

2009:    Tucson Film and Music Festival Hotel         
 Congress Tucson, AZ

2009: New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque 

2009:    European Tour- 2 weeks in Serbia, one 
 in England. Performance of “Flamingo/       
 Winnebago” at the National Theater,
 Novi Sad, Serbia

2009:    Le Petit Carnaval at the Fox Theater, 
 Tucson, AZ

2008:    Djangofest Colorado, Crested Butte, CO

2008: New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque 

2008:    Glendale Community College, Glendale, 
 AZ

2007:    Summerfest, Opening for Cracker,   
 Albuquerque, NM

2007:    Albuquerque Folk Festival, Main Stage, 
 Albuquerque, NM

2007:    Painted Bride Theater, Premiere of 
 “Flamingo/Winnebago”,Philadelphia, PA

2007:    Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO

  Accomplishments Awards and Accolades
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Our two albums:

Le Chat Lunatique
Demonic Lovely (original compositions)

Le Chat Lunatique
Under the covers (covers)

  Major Shows and Tours:           Awards:
Weekly Alibi-
“Best of Burque“: Best Band: 2008
              Best Jazz Act: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010
              Best Avant-Garde: 3rd place, 2010

Local iQ-
“Smart List”: Best Band: 2008, 2009, 2010
       Best Jazz Act: 2008, 2009, 2010

Albuquerque the Magazine-
“Best of the City” : Best Jazz Act: 2009
             Best Band Headed for Stardom: 2008
             Editors’s Pick: 2007

2008,    Won  Best Jazz Song- “Miss Lady“ and was 
 nominated  for SEVEN New Mexico Music 
 Awards 

2007     Winner New Mexico Talent Showcase in the 
 Jazz blues/gospel division

Have Opened for:
Asleep at the Wheel, The Hot Club of San Francisco, 
The Djangomatics, The Red Elvises, Del Castillo, 
Marianne Dissard, John Jorgensen, Robin Nolan, 
Gonzalo Bergara, Stephane Wrembel, Cracker, Thrift 
Store Cowboys, Marco Benevento and The Dirty 
Dozen Brass Band.

Other Highlights:
They composed and performed the music for a play 
called Flamingo/Winnebago which has been 
performed in Colorado Springs, CO, at The Philly 
Fringe Festival in Philadelphia, PA, The Sterijino 
Pozorje Festival in Novi Sad, Serbia and The Tricklock 
Revolutions International Festival in Albuquerque, 
NM.

In 2007, 2008 and 2010 John Sandlin, who is 
endorsed by Manousch Guitars, organized the 2nd, 
3rd and 4rth Annual New Mexico Django Festivals 
which were met with great acclaim, and brought great 
artists such as Howard Alden, Stephane Wrembel and 
Gonzalo Bergara to Albuquerque.

www.lechatlunatique.com

http://www.lechatlunatique.com
http://www.lechatlunatique.com
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PRESS AND GREAT ARTICLES

Arts & Entertainment, Las Cruces, New Mexico January 13, 2012

Poster for 23rd International Jazz Festival, Bogota, Colombia, September 2011



Local IQ, Albuquerque, NM December 3, 2009
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The Weekly ALIBI, Albuquerque NM April 3, 2008

The Local IQ, Albuquerque, 
NM March 6, 2008
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