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LE CHAT LUNATIQUE

Le Chat Lunatique
is a professional
group of four well-
dressed, handsome
young men who
play a combination
of Gypsy Swing,
Western Swing and
anything else that
they damn well
please! Filthy
Mangy Jazz is their
forte!

Photo by Wes Naman

About the band:

As unpredictable, fearless, and entertaining as their namesake, Le Chat Lunatique purveys an
addictive genre they call “filthy, mangy jazz,” a signature sound that makes you want to smoke
and drink too much—if only you could get off the dance floor. Le jazz hot of Django Reinhardt
and Stéphane Grappelli is their north star, but they use that beacon to navigate through a wide
range of genres, blending Western swing, classical, reggae, doowop, and “anything else we damn
well please” into strikingly original compositions and audaciously reworked standards alike.

Le Chat Lunatique who have not changed their line-up since their formation 6 years ago, is Muni
Kulasinghe’s theatrical vocals, his violin skittering across the music like beads of water on a hot
skillet—inspired as much by a legless Polish gypsy he encountered on his vagabond travels as by
the great Grappelli. It’s the axe of guitarist John Sandlin, the classicist who fell under the sway of
Reinhardt, felling bar after bar of music with ferocious dexterity. It’s the slap-happy bass and
slyly sweet vocals of Jared Putnam, the sinisterly innocent one whose dark past embraces both
death metal and Western swing. It’s the irresistibly deep-pocketed grooves of drummer Fernando
Garavito, the mysterious and gracious Colombian who appeared by magic in New Mexico.

www.lechatlunatique.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Le-Chat-Lunatique/ 127347245619

http://www.myspace.com/lechatlunatiquetheband


http://www.myspace.com/lechatlunatiquetheband
http://www.myspace.com/lechatlunatiquetheband
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Accomplishments Awards and Accolades

Major Shows and Tours:

Up coming East Coast tour including Bard
College and Barbes in Brooklyn NY

Sold out show at the Rio Grande Theatre
in Las Cruces, NM

23 International Jazz Festival,
Bogota, Colombia

New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque

de Young Fine Arts Museums of San
Francisco, CA

New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque

South by Southwest (SXSW) Showcase
at the Elephant Room Austin TX

Tucson Film and Music Festival Hotel
Congress Tucson, AZ

New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque
European Tour- 2 weeks in Serbia, one
in England. Performance of “Flamingo/
Winnebago” at the National Theater,
Novi Sad, Serbia

Le Petit Carnaval at the Fox Theater,
Tucson, AZ

Djangofest Colorado, Crested Butte, CO
New Mexico Jazz Festival, Albuquerque

Glendale Community College, Glendale,
AZ

Summerfest, Opening for Cracker,
Albuquerque, NM

Albuquerque Folk Festival, Main Stage,
Albuquerque, NM

Painted Bride Theater, Premiere of
“Flamingo/Winnebago”,Philadelphia, PA

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO

Our two albums:

Le Chat Lunatique
Demonic Lovely (original compositions)

Le Chat Lunatique
Under the covers (covers)

www.lechatlunatique.com

Awards:

Weekly Alibi-

“Best of Burque®: Best Band: 2008
Best Jazz Act: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010
Best Avant-Garde: 3rd place, 2010

Local iQ-
“Smart List”: Best Band: 2008, 2009, 2010
Best Jazz Act: 2008, 2009, 2010

Albuquerque the Magazine-

“Best of the City” : Best Jazz Act: 2009
Best Band Headed for Stardom: 2008
Editors’s Pick: 2007

2008, Won Best Jazz Song- “Miss Lady“ and was
nominated for SEVEN New Mexico Music
Awards

2007 Winner New Mexico Talent Showcase in the

Jazz blues/gospel division

Have Opened for:

Asleep at the Wheel, The Hot Club of San Francisco,
The Djangomatics, The Red Elvises, Del Castillo,
Marianne Dissard, John Jorgensen, Robin Nolan,
Gonzalo Bergara, Stephane Wrembel, Cracker, Thrift
Store Cowboys, Marco Benevento and The Dirty
Dozen Brass Band.

Other Highlights:

They composed and performed the music for a play
called Flamingo/Winnebago which has been
performed in Colorado Springs, CO, at The Philly
Fringe Festival in Philadelphia, PA, The Sterijino
Pozorje Festival in Novi Sad, Serbia and The Tricklock
Revolutions International Festival in Albuquerque,
NM.

In 2007, 2008 and 2010 John Sandlin, who is
endorsed by Manousch Guitars, organized the 2nd,
3rd and 4rth Annual New Mexico Django Festivals
which were met with great acclaim, and brought great
artists such as Howard Alden, Stephane Wrembel and
Gonzalo Bergara to Albuquerque.
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Le Chat Lunathue holds ‘Demonic Lovely music video debut

ward-winning local gypsy jazz purveyors Le Chat Lunatique will

bring #s sigrature jazz rhythms and fiery lyrics to Low Spirits on
January 20 to celebrate the release of a new music video for the song,
‘Demeearc Lovely”
The video, a first for the quartet, was crafied by international filmmaker
Marie-Michele Jasmin-Belisle (3hs1.com) and features the band, which
ncludes Muni Kulasinghe, Fernando Garavito, John Sandlin and Jared
Putnam, trekking through the New Mexico desert, instruments in hand
Tickets for the video screening cost an apt $6.66. Along with ve
performances by Lo Chat Lunatique, D) Limn and Felix y los Gatos, the
evening will have 2 10403 theme complete with cocktails, dancing and
a comnest for best costume. It peomises 1o be an evening of delightfully

demonic fun, high-paced dancing and throwback cool entertainmmern
Le Chat Lunatique un, high-p ncing and thy ck entertainem

LOCAL I1Q | ALBUQUERQUE'S INTELLIGENT ALTERNATIVE | JANUARY 12-25, 2012 15

Arts & Entertainment, Las Cruces, New Mexico January 13, 2012

Le Chat Lunatique:
Qu’est-ce que C’est?

Band’s music brings to mind a different era
Ariw by Bovard Caltharp
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local Music scene 100k A decided turn * EP Release Party
NO longer was the indie Kiis the coolest & With The Midnght

l |p'\r the arrval of Le Chat Lunatique, the - Le Chat Lunatique

on the block. Rather, it was four guys spocting @ Crecpers. The Softine
peacul@r mustaches who were always dressed & Ramblers and Evo Ave &
roally weoll. Their biggest nfluence wasn't Kurt + Carloscur

Cobain, it was Dyango Reinhardt. And their . 8p, Sat.,, Dec. 5
nstruments of choica Adn’t reguire amps Hm‘x‘r.r £l Ray Theater '
stacked to the cellng. Yoars later, one would ;| 620 Central SW,

b hard préssed 10 find a music lover in town  + 505,242 2353

who didn't know the members of Le Chat —  © $10 (1/2 price CD
Muni Kulasinghe, Jared Putnam, Fernando . with admission)

Garavito and John Sandin — on & first name  » lechatlunatique.com
basts * olreythoator.com
The group's latest recording, Under the
'”'[V!i' 128 | Juan Andsés Ossina Covers Yol 1, is an EP that finds the band in 8 vary cheeky mood. Haw
L } Boke o Sebes” else can you explain swing versions of Pauia Abdul’s “Straight Up® and
—\ P_"E.!c:ig} . “House of the Rising Sun by The Animals?* Other songs on the EP, which
will be refeased on Dec. 5 with a parformanca at £l Rey Thaater, aro a
rousing version of *Minnie the Moccher,” the 1948 classic “La Mer™ (most
will recognize it as “Beyond the Sea™) and the French children's song
“Frore Jacques.” — KM
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Local 1Q), Albuquerque, NM December 3, 2009
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BdLl\ to the 19208
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Jazz band is too cool for cats

A MUTAL love of gypsy swing group Hot
Club of France brougrt Jobn Sandlin and
Mund Kufasinghe from Le Chat Lunstique
together,

Now with feflow musiclans Jared Putnam
and Fornando Gasmdto, thay're making
Waves with their own swing band and
have travelied over from Albuguengue,
New Maxico, 1o perform a rare gig in

oucestershire.co.uk/crackerjack

Cromme
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Gloucastershive.,

Yo Con Colth the swind winning band M
House and Gardens in

Clrencester tomormow at 7.30pm.

Support comes from kocal band Swing

from Paris.

Entry is £10 and there will be a barbecue

and bar.

The Local IQ), Albuquerque, -

NM March 6, 2008 Artist/G

' Best Local Band WINNER: LE CHAT
WINNER: LE CHAT Also chosen as *Best Band”
LUNATIQUE muaﬂb .
RUNNER UP: FELONIOUS cool. —8D

i GROOVE FOUNDATION

| long tme to come. —80

When we featured this
Gypsy-Western Swing
foursome in our Valentine's
Day issue 1o announce their
recently refeased debut
studio recording, Demaonc
Lovely, there was no way to
know they'd also land on owr
“Smart List* and In two
categonas! It appears thess
sharply dressad cals will be
waxing their mustaches for a

Albuquerque The

Magazine, NM January

1 2008

Cool
Cat Gypsy
Jazz
Le Chat Lunatique

Best Local Jazz
Le Chat Lunatique

The name for this category was
“Best Local Jazz Ciud,” but

Le Chat Lunatique's brand of
Rypsy jarz-meets-Westem swing
gamered 5o many votes, it's
clear you think this mustachioed
quartel turms any venue into

the city’s best jazz cieb,

wwi lechativnatique.com

ALSO IN THE TOP 5§
Diego Arencon Trio
Tommy Gearhart

Albuquerque The Magazine, NM

December 2009

WWW.ABQTHEMAG.COM

Best Jazz Act

Le Chat Lunatique
Many hurrahs and accolades to Albugquerque’s
favorite Gypsy jazz/Western swing act—who
won in a landslide—for providing sophistica-
tion and carefree revelry to thé Rio Grande
valley. D) Jazzy jc[l‘sgot nothtnson uam
l.nmuquc

The Gloucestershire ECHO, Gloucestershire (UK) June 18, 2009

.7~

The Weekly ALIBI, Albuquerque NM April 3, 2008

Sharp dressed men, tak sharp jazz
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